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"...be careful that this right of yours in no way becomes a stumbling block to the
weak." v. 9

Back to chapter 6 when Paul writes "everything is permissable but not
everything is beneficial." As believers and brothers and sisters in Christ, we also
have a responsibility to hold each other accountable like we talked about in
chapter 5. Being careful not to be a stumbling block is accountability for our
brothers and sisters.

Paul here is talking about eating food sacrificed to idols. While we know that
"an idol is nothing in the world," and that "there is no God but one" not
everyone has this knowledge. As Christ lives through us, we also want to live in
a way that we are an example for Christ. When others see our lives, are they
drawn closer to Christ or away from Him?

As believers, we are called to not be stumbling blocks. Though you may do
something with a clean conscious, your brother or sister might see you do it
and without knowledge or strength, fall to sin and temptation for the same
thing you can withstand. 

"For if someone sees you, the one who has knowledge, dining in an idol's
temple, won't his weak conscience be encouraged to eat food offered to idols?
So the weak person, the brother or sister for whom Christ died, is ruined by
your knowledge." v. 10-11

As we make choices, we want to first always honor the Lord. We also want to
make choices that honor each other and bring each other closer to Him. In no
way would we ever want to be the reason someone falls to temptation. We ask
You, Holy Spirit, today and every day to help us not become stumbling blocks
to our brothers and sisters as we live in Your Strength and Knowledge. Help us
bring closer to You every one we cross paths with today and every day.
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In what areas in your life is it easy to become a stumbling block? (Where you
have knowledge of what is right and others might not)

In what ways can we live so that we do not become a stumbling block?

What choices can we make that honor the Lord and honor our brother and
sister?
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